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Kerriann Flanagan Brosky. Ghosts of Long Island: Stories of the 
Paranormal. Huntington, NY: Maple Hill Press, 2006. Pp. 159. $24.95. 
 
 Even if it’s not Halloween, Kerriann Flanagan Brosky’s book is 
every bit as delightful as an artfully carved jack o’lantern.  It contains 
fascinating tales about things that go bump in the night, and sections of 
the book are truly thought provoking. The author possesses a real knack 
for opening the window on a mysterious world that more and more 
people find fascinating.  If you have any doubts about that, just remember 
that Long Island psychic medium John Edward is an international 
celebrity who packs in audiences as far away as Australia.  Closer to 
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home, Edward, who was the subject of a cover story in the New York 
Times Magazine a few years ago, thrilled fans during several days of 
performances in Westbury in December 2007.  Earlier in the decade, 
Long Islanders stood on long lines waiting to get into the Huntington 
Town House to see psychic medium James Von Praagh. The events of 9-
11 were fresh in everyone’s mind at the time and perhaps that explains, at 
least partially, what seems to be a growing fascination with the 
paranormal.  
 Yet, even before that dreadful September day, there was considerable 
interest in the sort of things Kerriann Flanagan Brosky delves into in her 
book. The thirty compact chapters of this fascinating volume recount 
tales of apparitions reported by witnesses. These ghostly appearances are 
said to have occurred in historic homes, the Fire Island Lighthouse, and 
old buildings that serve as fine examples of the adaptive reuse of 
historical structures. The Country House in Stony Brook, built around 
1710 as a private residence and creatively adapted for use as a restaurant 
in the 1960s, has more to offer than good food and colonial architecture 
according to Brosky, who describes encounters with a ghostly Annette 
Williamson as reported by staff and patrons. The young woman was 
supposedly murdered in the house during the American Revolution 
because she and her parents were suspected of being Loyalists.  A woman 
from a more recent historical period is thought to be the resident ghost at 
Cedarmere, the home of her great-grandfather, poet and newspaper editor 
William Cullen Bryant. Known as “Lovely” because of her middle name, 
Elizabeth Love Godwin died in 1975 but she didn’t depart without raising 
a ruckus. Shortly after her passing, Ms. Godwin’s attorney and the 
caretaker of the estate were startled when the annunciator or call box used 
to summon servants went off in the deceased’s bedroom. To silence the 
thing, the men had to disconnect it. Skeptics might say that faulty wiring, 
rather than the ghost of Elizabeth Godwin, was responsible for the 
incessant noise but doubters notwithstanding, there are places on Long 
Island where the paranormal may offer the most plausible explanation for 
strange happenings. Montauk is one of these hot spots.  
     In a chapter on Montauk Manor, the resort condominium hotel which 
looms over Fort Hill Cemetery, an Indian burial ground, Brosky describes 
encounters unsuspecting visitors have had with an Indian wearing an 
elaborate headdress. Montauk Manor staff members have also reported 
seeing apparitions of a child and hearing loud noises emanating from 
empty units. In the past decade things have been quiet at the Manor 
leading some to believe that the spirit of the Indian Chief is finally at 
peace. Rumors that the Manor is haunted continue to abound, however, 
but with no apparent effect upon the resort’s occupancy rate. In fact, the 
paranormal adds a bit of cachet to places frequented by tourists. Witness 
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the popularity of the “Ghost Stories and Legends of Fire Island” program 
at the Fire Island Lighthouse, an annual event held in October. Brosky 
asserts that the “volunteers at the lighthouse laugh when you mention the 
word ghost,” but she hastens to add that they refer to an imaginative ghost 
as George. A popular children’s book intimated that the Lighthouse 
“talked” to a young boy and this fueled speculation that the venerable 
beacon was haunted, possibly by a former keeper who repeatedly climbed 
to the top trying to catch site of a doctor summoned to care for the 
keeper’s ill child. The physician failed to arrive; the little girl died and her 
father, some say, is still climbing to the top of the Lighthouse in search of 
the doctor.   
 Ghosts in public places are one thing. At the end of the day, except 
for resident caretakers or other staff, people can go home, presumably 
leaving behind those who have departed from this world. Ghosts in 
private homes occupied by twenty-first century families are quite another 
thing. Most people searching for their Long Island dream house would 
run the other way if the real estate disclosure form even hinted at the 
possibility of otherworldly residents in the place they were considering 
buying, but there are exceptions. Brosky devotes a chapter to a family 
whose members don’t mind sharing the stunning Patchogue Victorian 
they bought in 2003 with spirits, including, they say, that of their beloved 
golden retriever who passed on a few years after they moved in. 
Excessive tale wagging and rapt attention by two current family dogs, 
seemingly for no reason, may indicate that the pets are reacting to the 
spirit of another figure, that of a little girl. The homeowner claims that he 
heard the voice of a young girl soon after moving into the house.  Except 
for the dogs, he was alone in the house at the time.  
 Another private home featured in this fascinating book is the 
Cutchogue residence of the Wickham family whose members have been 
farming on the North Fork for hundreds of years. Despite the fact that 
James Wickham and his wife were bludgeoned to death in a bedroom of 
the old house in 1854 by a revenge seeking farmhand who had been 
dismissed, the current occupant, former Southold Town Supervisor Tom 
Wickham, told the author that he and his wife were happy in the house 
and lived there undisturbed. Brosky concedes that the murder victims 
may finally be at peace and that perhaps the house isn’t haunted. But an 
expert on EVP (electronic voice phenomena) who accompanied her to the 
Wickham farm picked up a male voice in the background while recording 
an interview with Tom Wickham. EVP and other terms used by ghost 
hunters are defined in a helpful glossary which appears at the beginning 
of the book. There is also a separate glossary containing definitions of the 
ten types of ghosts. Uninitiated skeptics might react to this by asking: 
“Who knew?” but open minded readers unfamiliar with the paranormal 
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will find this material helpful for understanding some of the phenomena 
encountered throughout the book.  
 In a number of chapters the reader is introduced to people who were 
initially skeptical about the paranormal but became more open minded as 
a result of personal experience. The former science teacher whose Cold 
Spring Harbor gourmet shop resonated with strange sounds, including the 
opening of an oven once used by the store’s former owner, began to 
wonder whether her deceased predecessor who “loved her store” and 
“loved her stove” had returned. A disembodied woman’s voice and 
unusual shadows in the store were also cause for wonder. Of course, one 
can argue that susceptible types, including those newly converted to 
belief in the paranormal, simply read too much into otherwise ordinary 
things such as shadows. The author herself might be accused of this 
because her book, while extremely interesting, is filled with conjecture.  
In one of the shortest chapters, which discusses the J.P. Morgan estate on 
East Island, Glen Cove, Brosky recounts a conversation with nuns who 
ran a school in the mansion in the mid-twentieth-century. According to 
Brosky, a young female figure appeared to the nuns and told them that 
she was the spirit of Alice Morgan who had died there, of typhoid fever. 
Brosky then proceeds to ask what became of the spirit “when the 
wonderful home she lived and died in was destroyed.” Perhaps 
predictably her response is: “Does she haunt the homes that were later 
built on her father’s massive estate? Or does she spend her time at the 
guardhouse, the last remaining relic of an age long gone?”  By the time 
they get to this chapter, which appears halfway through the book, skeptics 
may be tempted to toss the volume aside but that would be a mistake 
because like the chapters that precede this one, those that follow contain 
good historical data about Long Island landmarks and lesser known 
places. As expected, old gravestones and the Amityville Horror house are 
included but there is so much more, including a chapter on haunted dolls 
and one on a Southampton windmill which is supposedly haunted.  
 Of special interest is the chapter on Raynham Hall, an Oyster Bay 
museum which was formerly the home of the prominent Townsend 
family, some of whose members are suspected, by museum staff, 
volunteers, and visitors, of still being there. After providing a brief 
history of the venerable structure, Brosky cites examples of spirits 
making their presence felt, e.g. noises, apparitions, EVPs, smells and cold 
spots. A few years ago while accompanying a group to Raynham Hall, 
this reviewer did experience a rush of cold air in one part of the ground 
floor but merely attributed it to the climate control system installed to 
preserve the gracious old house. Perhaps influenced by the guide who 
indicated that the house might indeed be haunted, some of my students 
were inclined to attribute the cold spot to the presence of a Townsend 
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who had lived in the house long ago. Interestingly, Brosky concludes the 
chapter on Raynham Hall with some advice for her readers. “You decide 
whether or not you think Raynham Hall is haunted,” she says, adding: 
“Go and visit this fascinating museum; you never know what ghostly 
encounters you may experience.”  No matter what one’s position on the 
paranormal is, visiting for the first time, or revisiting the public sites 
discussed in this volume will surely be more exciting after having read 
Brosky’s book. And for those who can’t get enough of this sort of thing, 
the author’s bibliography of print and Internet sources will serve as a 
guide to additional material.  
 

MARILYN E. WEIGOLD 
Pace University    
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